News from the Chair
We recently recruited a young man by the name of Mark Rickenbach to fill the forest management extension specialist position that Jeff Martin formerly occupied. He will arrive in a few months and we will profile him in our next newsletter. Mark will be a welcome addition to the faculty and to the state forestry extension effort. We are also currently recruiting for a forest products extension specialist and hope to have someone aboard by next fall.
It is interesting what one can learn from interviewing the candidates during a search process. Most of them try to learn as much about their prospective employer as they can and ours did too by visiting our web site. What we learned during the interviews is that our web site is not very good! Actually, we pretty much knew that -our graduate students had been telling us the same thing -but hadn't placed the priority on improving it that we should have. We are slowly adding more features and information so you should notice changes if you visit it sporadically. The address is: http://forest.wisc.edu.
I am learning what is meant by that old Chinese curse, "May you live in interesting times!" Wisconsin is on a July-June fiscal year, but the state legislature did not get around to passing a budget until very late in October. The pay package was approved in late January. One consequence of all this is that all of the department's state budget accounts started at zero and have gone steadily downhill from there. I haven't gotten used to all the negative balances! Almost every day the newspaper contains one or more articles that focus on an issue in natural resource management in Wisconsin or the nation, and often the articles relate to forests. The public's interest in and concern about natural resources continues to increase and people want to be more involved in resource management decisions. This offers some challenges for you who work out in the "real world," challenges that make dealing with negative budget balances seem simple by comparison. I salute those of you who every day work to apply what you have learned through your education and your work experience to resolve the complex issues involved in managing forests and related natural resources. Recurrent calls for integrated resource management urge that an understanding of human activities and populations be incorporated into natural resource research, management and protection efforts. In this paper, we hypothesize that watersheds can be a valuable geography for organizing an inquiry into the relationship between humans and the environment, and we present a framework for conducting such efforts. The framework is grounded in the emerging field of landscape ecology and incorporates demographic theory and data. Employing Geographic Information System (GIS) tools, we couple Landsat Thematic Mapper™ land cover data with 1990 decennial census-derived housing density data to demonstrate the operation of our framework and its utility for better understanding human-landscape interactions. In our investigation of the Kickapoo Watershed and two subwatersheds, located in southwestern Wisconsin, we identify relationships between landscape composition and the distribution and social structure of human populations. In 1955, the Society of American Foresters' (SAF), the University of Michigan, and the USDA Forest Service joined forces to create a scientific journal "devoted to presentation and discussion of the results of original research." The result was Forest Science.
"Four Decades of
In this article, the authors conduct an in-depth analysis of the four-decade-old scientific journal. The journal has published papers on a wide range of subjects in order to reflect the variety of disciplines involved in the field of forestry. The authors acknowledge this, and examine the publication patterns of the journal during the years 1955 to 1998, Volumes 1 through 44. They also compare Forest Science to other similar journals.
The article examines authorship patterns, including the countries of origin of contributing authors, how many authors contribute to articles, and how often certain authors contribute to the journal. The trends in the kinds of articles published and in the number of pages and articles that have appeared in the journal are discussed.
A discussion of the impact of the journal on the field of forestry leads to the conclusion that it's impact increased throughout its first 35 years, but has since been declining. In the past, Forest Science's broad-base approach to subjects attracted a large audience in the field of forestry. But now that a greater number of papers from forest scientists are going to more narrowly focused scientific journals, the future of Forest Science and other broadly based journals is uncertain. By Sunday afternoon only 15 trees remained, and this year the club decided not to let them go homeless. The following week the club officers delivered the extra trees to the Salvation Army Community Center on Madison's east side, where they were picked up by families who could not otherwise afford this often taken-for-granted holiday luxury. These trees might have been the most appreciated of this year's sale, and donating them is a tradition the club hopes to continue in the future.
For the third straight year, the sale yielded a record income. The club will use the majority to subsidize club members' costs for this year's spring field trip (657) and summer camp (655) classes. After setting aside funds for the down payment on next year's trees, the remainder of the budget will be used to
The picture to the left shows an event at one of our summer camps when a confident young man set out to fell a tree and was somewhat embarrassed by the result. The haze you see curling up from the tree is smoke caused by the electrical wires that he felled along with the tree! Does anyone remember who the culprit was? Drop us a line or e-mail (forecol@calshp.cals.wisc.edu) and give us your guess. Hint: It is not a recent picture. We will tally the results and report them in the next newsletter. support club projects.
On that note, the Forestry Club is looking to use its financial independence to become a more vocal member of the Department of Forest Ecology and Management community in coming semesters. Ideas include sponsoring field trips, guest speakers, training sessions, and supporting the development of a more active Society of American
